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Advertifement 

This Sermon is tak^n ^ 
of the Second Volun 
of Dr. Lucas's Sermon 
and at the Defire of Ion: 
Perfbns reprinted by 
felf. 



/<■■ ^ . ^'>\ 




I 



( 3 ) 



The Influence of Conver- 
fation, with the Regu- 
lation thereof. 









Prov. XIII. 20. 

. He thdt walhth with wife Aftn jljall 
^ be wife ^ but aCemf anion of FcqIs JhaO 
be defrayed. 

COnverfation has ever juftly 
been accounted a powerful In- 
-ftrument of Good or Evil ; 
ir has ever had a mighty Influence 
on the Condu£t of Human Life \ and 
the Vice and Vertue of the World, 
has ever in a great meafure been ow- 
ing to it. The Regulation therefore 
orit did in all Ages demand the ut- 
moft Prudence and Caution, bat fure- 
ly in none more than in this of oms : 

A 2 - Now^ 



'" tnat fear theT™. 



le, tnan or vice, ineie arc 
efleftions which determine me 
is Subjed. There is nothing 
re in the Text j I am only to 
you, that Wifdom and Good- 
Folly and Sin, are Terms equi- 
t in the Language of theScrip- 
and particularly of this Book 
overbsi and that to make up 
\ntithcfis or Oppofition, be- 
. the two Parts of this Vcrfe 
' and full, we mufl: read it thus; 
at k§efs Company with the vertn- 
d good^ will himfelf he vertuotic 
apfy : but he that K^eps Company 
oe vlcioHS^ will be vicious and mi- 

The Text then contains 

wo Propojitions. 



'"«eDo<ftrines;-and 

^'- ^*Z' you two c 
"f due Co„-dua i> 

]• That Men are a 

This tlZZT- ""'' 

'"ore e/^^uaJt /'" '"^ 
fining in w?'?'. ° ?«oy 



(7) 
Natures i this is that which renders 
Society agreeable, and Friendlhip 
laftiag, whidi is never to be hop'd 
for, where Mens Principles and Hu- 
mours are inconflltenc and incompa- 
tible : E'er we can be pleas'd our 
felves, or pleafe others, we mult be 
mutually rafhioned or moulded into 
an Agreement, and Conformity of 
Principles and Morals, we mult be 
afted and goTern'd by the fame Af- 
feftions and Inclinations, and mov'd 
and led by the fame Defires and PaP- 
fions. This is fo &r the univcrfalSenfe 
of Mankind, that it has efcap'd no 
bodies obfervation •■, All a&. and judge 
by this Rule ; we eltimate Men by 
the Intimacies they maintain \ and 
he is thought to have forfeited all 
Pretenfion to good benfe or good 
Breeding, who does not ftifle thofe 
Sentiments, and fupprefs thofe In- 
clinations which are apt to fliock 
the Company he is in, or give any 
Difturbance or Difguft to his 
Friends. From hence the Propofi- 
tion laid down follows with undeni- 
able Evidence, That Mtn are gene- 
rally fuch as their Comganions are : For 
that 
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tliat Society will foon be diflblv'd, 
jvhere we reap no Satisfeftion from 
it ; and we can reap none where 
there is ho Agreement in our Noti- 
ons and Inciihations. 

But that this Truth, which is of 
the higheft cdnftquence, may be the 
more deeply imprinted, I will pro- 
ceed to a more diftinft and parti- 
cular IlTuftration of it : And firft of 
the Influence good Company has on 
us towards making us Wife and 
Good ; there are two things in Wife 
Men which never fail to work up- 
on their Friends and Acquaintance : 
Firft, Good Difcourfej Secondly, 
Good Examples. 

I. Then as to Good Difcourfe-^ how. 
manifeft is the Tendency of this ? 
What Light, what Strength, what 
Pleafure does it minifter? How does 
it awaken the Confcicnce and pu- 
rify the Heart ? How does it quick- 
en us when we languifli? How does 
it recall and reduce us when wc be- 
gin to forget our felves, and lay 
afide a wift Sobriety of Mind and. 
Holy Fear? How does it raife us 

when 



(9) 
when we fink and grovel, and how 
often does it kindle in us wife De- 
fires and bol j Purpofts ? Thus Solo^ 
fHon obfcrves, That the Lips of the 
wife differ fe knowledge^ Prov. 15. 7. 
and the New Teftament tells us, con- 
cerning this kind of Difcourfe, that 
it minifiers grace to the hearer ; that 
it edifies arid builds as up in our holy 

Faith : And the Difciples going to 
Emaus remark, what Life and Spi- 
rit there was in the Converfation 
of our Lord, Did not our hearts burn 
within us while he tailed to us on the 
way^ and while he opened to us the 
Scriptures^ ^Luke 24. 32* Now, tho* 
no Words can ever be impregnated 
with the fame Force and Energy 
with which our Lord's were, yet cer- 
tainly when God and our great Me- 
diator, when the Riches of Divine 
Grace, when Righteoufnefs and Hea- 
ven are the Subjed of our DiP- 
courfe, when our Language flows 
from the Heart, and is animated 
by a Vital and Experimental Senfe 
of that we talk or, when it has all 
the Advantages which a true Frierid- 
fbip, and known Integrity, and the 

mod 
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moll favourable Opportunities c 
give it: Such Difcourfe can ne^ 
fail of moving and afieding us. 
2. From Difcourfe I pals on 
Example ; and here 'tis certain, t\ 
Vertue never appears fo beautil 
and lovely as in Action : That it 
reprefented with much more Li; 
in the praftice of a wife and go< 
Man, than it can be in Rules ai 
Precepts ; that the Notions we for 
of Duty from the Lives of othei 
are generally more correft and JuJ 
than thofe which we form even froi 
the Scriptures themfelves; for v 
are apt to bend and accommoda 
the Rule a little in favour of o 
fclves,but we never do fo in favour 
others. That the Excellencies and Pe 
feclions of a Friend, are very ftroi 
Incitements to Emulation, and ve 
fenfible Reproofs of our Reraiflhe 
and comparative Barrennefs and U 
profitablenefi ; and on the other fid 
his Defcfts arc excellent Leflbns 
Caution and Watchfulnefi. 'T 
laftly certain, that whatever Bea 
ty and Lovelinefs there be in Ve 
tue, it receives a new Acceflion fro 

t 
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the Exaraple of my Friend, whofe 
Integrity I know, and the Efteem 
and Af^dtioQ I have for him is apt 
to beget in me a value foi?^ every 
thing he approves, and inclines me 
to be pleas'd with what he. does. 
But tbefe Arguments are top many 
and too copious to be dwelt on, 1 
content my fclf therefore only to have 
mention'd them, and will lay before 
you but this one fingle Coniiderati- 
on : A good Life in a Companion is 
certainly a mighty Motive and Ea^. 
couragement to us;; for while webe« 
hold our Friends dticharging the 
parts of good ChriJU^s^ we fee ia 
them not only what we ought to do, 
but what we may do. Whatever is 
poflible to them, is.poffible to us 
too; for they are clad with the fame 
frailties and Paflions, expos'd to the 
fame Temptations, and have no o- 
ther AfOftances than what we have, 
or may have. In them we have plain 
Demonftration of the Truth and 
Power of Religion ; We can no lon- 
ger, imagine that Faith is a meer 
Speculation or Amufement, or Ver- 
tue a meer Pretence or £^ame ; Un- 
der 
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der thefe Conviftions we (hall ei- 
ther come to a Refolmionour fdv«s 
to do our Daty, or fhall fuffer tlie 
daily Rcpoaches of our own Minds. 
This 'is the natural Influence of Ex- 
ample ', it Inftrufts, it Reproves, Ex- 
horts, and if it doth not Prevail, it 
Condemns. Thus St. Paul^ Heh. 1 2.1. 

Wherefore being cemfafs^d abetfi jpith 
fuch a cloud of Witnejfes^ lei us lay ajtie 
every weighty and the Sin that does fe 
tafly he jet us. jind let us run with pa* 
tience the race that is fet before us. 

Where the Apoftle plainly teaches, 
that if the Faith and Patience of 
Martyrs and Confellbrs, do not move 
us to imitate their Vertues, they will 
certainly ferve to upbraid and con- 
demn us at the laftDay; and cer- 
tainly the Examples of the Living, 
and thofe our Familiars and Friends, 
cannot but have as much Force and 
Power in them, as thofeof the Dead : 
Nay, much more for the Reaibns 
I have already Aiggefted. Will not 
our own Hearts be apt to reafan 
thus with us, on every Reflcftion wc 
make on the Vertnes of our Friend v 
What am I doing ? Can he and I go 

to 
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to the fame place at laft ? he purfues 
a Crown by Works of Faith, and fliall 
I obtain it by the Works of Darknefs ? 
he feeks a Htaven by the labour of 
Love, and the patience of Hope; and 
fhall I gain it by Sloth and Idlenefs, 
by Senfuality and Loofuefs ? he mor- 
tifies the Body while I indulge it •, he 
prays and contends, and palT^ his Life 
in holy fear, while I am carelefs and 
unconcerned about a future ftate. His 
Condud is regular, his Difcourfe hea- 
venly, the bent of his Soul is towards 
that which is good ; but how little do 
I mind thefe things ? How hard is it 
for me not to let him fee that I am 
wholly fet upon the Pleafures and Pro- 
fits of this World ? What do I mean ? 
am I indeed in the right, and he ia 
the wrong ? is Religion indeed but a 
well devifed Fable? Alas ! I fee the 
contrary. I f?e that there is Truth 
and' Reafon on his lide^ I cannot but 
reverence him, and think him happy ; 
I cannot but own that he follows his 
Reafon, I my Luft and Fancy. How 
uneafie thefe kind of Soliloquies muft 
be, and how naturally they will cad, 
either in reforming our Follies, or 

B in 
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in breaking ofF and quitting a Con- 
verfation which gives us fo much 
trouble, you cannot but fee. 

I have done with the Influence of 
good Comfany^ I am next to confider 
that of bad. ThisSubjeft, after what 
I have in general faid, does not re- 
quire long infilling on. Daily Expe- 
rience is too plain, too fad a proof of 
this Truth, That Sin is catching and 
Infeftious: That Human Nature is b 
prone to Evil, that it needs very lit- 
tle Temptation or Incouragemerit to 
it : That ill Principles and Pradlifes 
are foon propagated^ and if they find 
any Countenance and Approbation 
from thofe we converfe with, they 
will eafily bear down all the Oppofiti- 
on which the Modefty of a Civil Edu- 
cation, the weak Impreffions of Repu- 
tation or Decency, or the Checks of 
Natural Reafon can raifeagainft them ; 
nay, Holinefs it felf, unlefs well grown, 
and deeply rooted, can fcarcely refift 
the Contagion which ill Ccnnpany 
fpreads. Can a Man (faith Splomon)^ 
take fire into his Bofom^ and his Cloaths 
not he hwnt? Prov. 6. 27. And evil 
Communication f faith St. Paul) carrufts 

good 
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^ood Manner Sy i Cor. 15. but wc (hall 
be more renfible of the pernicious 
Effefts of ill Company, if we conC- 
der thefe two or three Things. 

1. Sin is the Cement of.theFriend- 
fhips and Intimacies of Sinners ; Vice 
is the Subjeft of their Converfatiou, 
and feme Senfuality or other, makes 
up the Divcrfioa and Entertainment 
of fuch Company. And how can it bo ■■ 
Otherwife ? Out of the abuniiance of the 
heart the mouth fpeakfth^' Matth 12.31. - 
What can the Mouth utter but Sia 
and Folly, when the Heart is full of 
Wantonnefs, Luft, Pride, Envy, Am- 
bition, Sottifhnefs, or Vanity ? what 
but polluted Streams can tiow from a 
polluted Fountain ? what but Evil can 
an Evil Man bring forth out of the 
evilTreafure of the Heart f Matth. 12. 
35. how hard is it then even for a 
good Man to maintain the Charity 
and Dignity of his Mind, where 
Cenfures and Slanders, malicious Wit 
or Trifling and Impertinence, make 
up theConvcrfation ? How hard is it, 
cTen for fuch a one to preferve the 
Purity and Sobriety of^his Mind? 
wiiere Riot and Luxury is the Bufinefs 
B-2. they 
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they meet about ^ where Pride and 
Oftentation of Life is the thing only 
admir'd ; and nothing has any lavour 
in it, that is wife or good, devout or 
humble : And if a vertuous Perfba 
can in fuch Company fcarce keep his 
Ground, how eafily are thofe borne 
away by the Stream, whoareof them- 
felves but too prone to Evil, and too 
fond of Temptation. 

2. Ill Company does naturally in* 
ftil and propagate vicious Principles, 
worldly Maxims, fenfual, carnal Im- 
provements : Here we are furoiibed 
with Objedions againft God and Pro- 
vidence, with Excufes and Apologies 
for Sin j here we learn to ridicule Re- 
ligion andConfcience, anddifpate our 
felves out of all Senfe and Duty. 'Tis 
of this fort of Communication St.Paul 
fpeaks, when he faith. That it corrupts 
o^ood manners. And at this Day, thofe 
Errors which fret like a Canker and 
confume every thing that is wife and 
fcrious ill us, have multiplied (b be* 
yond Meafure, that they are no long- 
er the enclofure of fome few Pretend- 
ers to Freedom and Reafon, but the 
fbolilhcft and meaneft, as well as the 

moft 
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moft vicioas part of Mankind are 
deeply ting'd with them. 

3. Ill Company creates Confidence 
in Sin ^ a coflom of talking uncon- 
cernedly and loofely does naturally 
make way for carelefnefs and liberty 
^ in our AAions; and if we repeat ei- - 
tber often, we fliall foon grow bold 
and ftupid in Sin^ for if we negleft 
to make any Reflexion upon our 
Words or Adions, we fhall be in- 
ftnfibly betrayed into a hardnefs of 
Heart, or if ( what is worfc ) we be 
driven by the Reproaches of our Con- 
fcience upon Refledion to take San- 
Auary. in the Cheats and Impoftures, 
whether Vulgar or more refin'd,which 
Sinners arc wont to put upon them- 
felves, we (hall (bon fink into Pro- - 
phanenefs and Atheifra. Having thus 
unfolded to you the Truth of the firft 
Propofition, and fliewM you that Men . 
become fuch as their Company, I am . 
next to proceed to the 

II. That Haffinefs is the Fruit ofWtf- 
dom^ and Mifery of FoHy. Men may 
flatter themfelves as they pleafe, and 
delude themfelves with vain words j 

B 3 the Y 
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they may call the Proud and Rich 
happy ; they may admire the profpe- 
roQS Sinner, and in a fenfelefs Fit ap- 
plaud themfelves in their vidons 
Pleafures -, but they mult Ud defiance, 
not only to Revelation, but even , 
Reafon and Experience too, e'er they \ 
can promife themfelves a true and 
lading Satisfa<flion in any thing but 
Vertue. Revelation tells us plainly, i 
TTjat Godlimfs^ and that only, has the Ij 
fromifes of the Life that now is^ and of \ 
that which is to come ^ I. Tim. 2. 8. - 
^hat if we fow to thefiejh^ we Jha// of 
the flepj reap corruftion \ but if throvgh 
the Spirit we mortifie the deeds of the 
Itodyy we Jhall live^ Gal. 6. 8- That 
we tnufi all appear before the Judgment ^ 
feat of Chrift^ that we may receive ac- 
cording to what we have done in the body^ 
whether it be good or evil^ 2 Cor. 5. 10. 
and both Reafon and Experience, as 
well as Revelation, tell us, That Sfn 
is fruitlefs and difhonourable, Rom. d« 

21. What fruit had ye then in thofe 
things whereof you are now ajhamed ? 
That there is no peace to the wicked : 
That they are Lk^ a troubled Sea when 
it cannot refi^ continually throwing up iks 

own 
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own min and dirt^ Ifa. 57. 20. That 
th€ Miferics and Calamities of L 
fpring from Sin \ that Sin blafts 
Enjoyments and Pofleflions^ that' 
gives Sting and Edge to all our Mi-^ 
feries and Misfortunes : For if we 
did not dote upon the Body and the 
World, the Evils of Life could not 
wound us fo deeply. In a word, Re- 
relation, Reafon, Experience aflure 
us, that Righteoufnefs fills the Mind 
with Peace and Joy j that Sin tor- 
tures it, with Con traditions and uo- 
reafonable Faflions, with the Guilt 
and the Terrors of the Lord ; and 
what think we muft be the refult of 
both in another World ? In the day of 
the revelation of the righteous judgment 
ofGod^ Rom. 8 5. Muft the nature 
of things be altered that the Sinner 
may be fav'd ? Muft Religion be an 
Impofturd, that Madnefs and Folly 
may prove Wifdom ? Muft Reafon 
be a meer Amuferaent, that Luft and 
Fancy may be infallible Guides ? Muft 
the Judgment of another World con- 
tradict all- our Senfe and Experience 
in this ? That the little Railery and 
Sophiftry of the Loofc and Vicious 

pare 




rropnane ana Athe 
©n to the third Thin 

III. To give you J 
your better Condu^^ as 
trig Comfany. This i 
to three Heads : 

I. We tnufi be ve 
Company we keep. 

2. We tnufi endeavo 
befi ufe of it. 

3. We tnufi be fully 
the due Governmen 
in this pointy is a 
highefi moment. 
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felves with the wicked and vicious, 
Tt^ov. I. 14, I 5. Enter not into the path 
of the wstkcdj and ao not into the way of 

^ evil men j avoid it^ pafs not by it j turn 
from it and pafs away. 2. ThefH 3. 6. 
Now we command you Brethren^ in the 
name of our Lord Jefus Chrift^ that ye 

\ withdraw your felves from every Brother 
that walks diforderly^ and not after the 
tradition which he received of us. t Cor. 
5. II. But now I have written unto 
you not to k$ep Company. If a Man 
that is called a Brother^ be a fornicator^ 

k or Covetous^ or an Idolater^ or a Railer^ 
or a JOrunk^dj or an Extortioner^ with 
fuch a onej no not to eat. Nor do the 
Examples of Holy Men deviate in 
this point, from the Precepts and 
Exhortations of the Spirit- Pfal. 16. 

4, 5. I have not fate with vain perfonSy 
neither will I go in with dijfemblers.. I 
have hated the congregation of e^jil doers ^ 
and will not fit with the wicked. PSal. 
I ly. 53. I am a companion of all them 
that keep thy Precepts. And thus it was 

^ with other good Men, they did equal- 
ly covet good, arid fhun evil Compaq 
ny. Thus Mai. 3. i5. when wicked^ 
nefs abounded^ then they that feared the 

Lord 



Lord talked often one to another, 
in the firfl: times of Chriftianity^ \ 
was the Intimacy and Dea 
of the Difciplcs of Jefus one 
another ; great was their Abhon 
of all the Works of Darknefs, 
ail Communion and Fiellowlhip 
thofe that praftis'd _them, as ma 
fily be inferred from AEls 2. ar 
and other places of Holy Writ. 
Scripture then is plain in this pi 
And from what I have faid, it ap] 
that Reafon is fb too, unlefs w( 
think that Wifdom and Folly, 1 
pinefs and Mifery, are things in( 
rent. 

But here 'twill be objected 
this rate we fhall foon find our f 
oblig'd to renounce the World, 
quit.all Company. Is not our 
much the fame with that which St. 

puts, I Cor. 5. p, 10. I wrote untc 
in anEfifile^ not to company with For 
tors •, yet not altogether with the For, 
tors of the World ^ or with the Covet c 
Extortioners^ or with Idolaters^ for 
mvftye needs go out of the World / 

this I anfwer. 
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(i.) Be it granted, as theObjefti- 
on fuppofes,that we muft keep ill Com- 
pany or none j in this cafe I affirm it 
IS for better to keep none. Retire- 
ment is not fo dreadful a thing to a 
Chriftian as fome think j the Calm and 
Peace of the Mind is much more de- 
firable than Noife and Laughter •, and 
the Quiet and Regularity of Privacy 
much to be prefered before the Senfu- 
ality and Confufion of vicious Com- 
pany ; nor need any one complain of 
the uncomfortablenefs of Solitude, 
who can converfe when he pleafes with 
Patriarchs, Prophets, ana Apoftles; 
nay, with God and his Son Jefus. A 
good Man may meet God like Ifaac^ 

in the Fields^ or Mofes in the Defart j 

he may enjoy Communion with him, 
like David^ in his Bed-chamber^ or Jo^ 
feph in the Dungeon. The Promift, 

John 12. 23, is not limited to place ; 
If a Man love me he witt k§ef my words^ 
and my Father will love him j and we 
will come unto him^ and make our abode 
with him. But on the other hand, in 
the Company of the wicked we fliall 
never find God, nor ever feel any ef- 
feds of his gracious Prefcnce, but 

fhall 



: but 1 am lure then 
lompaoy, howfioward an 
Icr, fo fatal to our Happi 
1 which inftils Vanity un 
tantages and Opportun 
Ind/hip: NoSolitudecanb 
I or uncomfortable as that 
fh infefis the Heart, ori 
Jnderftanding j no Proi 
lilblcncecan be half ib h 
Ihat which tends to Sofi 
lauchery, to the betraying 
Ivc of this World, and a 
Tcfs of Gcd. 
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and fee now and know, and feek in the 
broad (Greets tijereof if ye can find a 
Man , if there he any that executeth 
judgment, that feeketh the truth^ &C. 

Nor need we yet pray with the Pfal- 
mift, Pfal. 1 2. I . Help, Lord^ for the 

godly man ceafeth", for the faithful fail from 
among the Children of Men : for the 

Servants of God are yet numerous j 
nor are they driven to their Secret 
Chambers, or to the Wildernefs, or 
aihamed to own their Lord and Savi- 
our, or to make an open Profeffion of 
the Hope that is in them. 

I grant, will you fay, that there 
are good Chriftians, but they are not 
eafily, they are not every where to 
be found ; but the Worfhippcrs of 
Pleafiire do every where fwarm, every 
where haunt us. There is an eade 
Remedy for this : Do thy Duty with 
an humble and unafRfted Confidence, 
with a fteddy and unalterable Refolu- 
tion : Put on the Garb of a Difciple \ 
^let the Air of a Chriftian appear in 
every thing that thou doft, or Jaycft ; 
let the brightnels and beauty of Ho- 
linefs^ that enriches and adorns the 
Soul, break forth ever and anon in thy 

C Con- 



Chriftians -, and ot tnc rejr 
man join him felf unto them^ A 

Thou doft too much accomm 
felf to the Modes and Hu 
the World, and this draws i 
the Company of the Impert 
Vicious-^ 'tis an earthly 
Splendor, about which th| 
and ]S5ight-flies flutter: 'Ti 
Gold and Diamond, that 
.ittraa Straws- 

(3.) But laftly. This Ri 
us only as far as we can 
nefs ot Relation or neceflar 
does fometimes make it ob 
Converfe with thofe which 
wife would decline. And i 
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Rule is to be extended no farther than 
to Intimacies and Fa miMari ties, td Vo- 
luntary and chofen Acquaintance, not 
to Accidental Meetings or Occafioiial 
Correfpondencies. But we muft take 
care not to be too favourable and cotti- 
pliant in this Matter •, the more Sin 
abounds, the left Difcipline is or can 
be exercifed •, the more zealous (hould 
we be in particular to do honour to 
Religion, and to fix a Mark of Shame 
and Infemy upon Vice. Never would 
this Rule be more fcandaloufly tranf- 
grcfs'd, than if Pricfls and Prelates 
fhould court the Company and Fa- 
vour of Atheifts and Adulterers : Or 
Matrons and Virgins that of a wretch- 
ed Woman, whofe State and Port is 
not more notorious than the Shame 
and Lewdncfs that maintains it. How 
can our V^^ivcs or Daughters think 
that there is any Shartie or Turpitude 
in the Sin, when we pay fo much re- 
fpeft to the Sinner ? 

2. We miilt cdnfi.der what ought 
to be the true End afnd Delign of So- 
ciety and Converfation among Chrifti- 
ans. Certainly that Man has a very 

C 2 mean 



(28 ) 

mean and low Notion of Friend fhip, 
who propofcs no other End than to 
Eat and to Drink together, or to 
laugh and fool away our precious Mo- 
ments. The Scripture points out to 
as much nobler Purpofes and Defigns 
of Converfation, when it tells us, 
That our Speech fhould be fuch as may 
adminifier Grace •, that we fhould build 
i4p one another in our holy Faith *^ that we 
ihould comfort one another^ exhort one 
another continually^ and io much the 
more, becaufe tne day approaches^ &c. 
and furely we are ftrangely miilakeo, 
if we think that our Communication 
will lofe all guft by being direded to 
one of thefe ends. On the contrary, 
it would doubtlefs be as much more 
delightful as beneficial, if when we 
meet we were accultomed, inltead of 
Cenfures and Reflexions, News and 
Impertincnce,or Frothinefs and Light- 
nefs, to difcourfe of fomc worthy and 
noble Subject, becoming the Genius 
and Hope of a Chriftian. The Ex- 
ample of David confirms this Noti- 
on i he try'd and found that Friend* 
Ihip was both ufeful and pkafant, 
whilit it was maintained on the Itock 

of 
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of Religion i My Cemfdnion ^ myCuidel 
my familiar Friend'^ we took fweet Court* 
fel together^ and walked into the Houji 
of God incomfany^ Pfal. 55. 14, 15. 

To this it will be again objefted. 
It will be very difficult af all times to 
find Matter and Occafiott for good 
Difcourfc. I anlWeri Kr/, I do not 
Btterly and totally exclude the com* 
mon Accidents of Life^theBufinefsand- 
Affairs of it, nay, even Things of ^ 
pleafant and dircrtive Nature, i£mo# 
deft and inofffenfive^from being Ibme* 
times the Subjieft of Converfation j. 
but, I fay. Religion ought to be the 
maid and great End of it. Secondly^ 
n^is hard for me to conceive how a-' 
good Chriftian Ihould often- want ei-^ 
ther Matter or Opportunity for pious* 
Difcourfe. As- for Mattery hemuft. 
fufler the Providences of God to pafs^ 
without any obftrvation or remark; 
he muft be a Stranger to the Works- 
of Nature; he muft be utterly unread 
in the Hiftory of Human Affairs j he* 
4 muft be unacquainted with the Book of 
God; and he muft have little experi- 
ertcfe of the Power and Operation ofJ 
God'sf Word and Spirit upon his own 
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^ Weafiire, never wanftJW 
ftwrnilh therbnp, ^fis^ 
and their Vices and D 
third. Tisftrangethat 
alone ifhould be barreiK -, • 
aa, *ho iva, Child of :tf 
of the Day, and fliou 
Wifdom: and Underfta 
Ghriftian, who has cveir 
ters of the higheft Inr 
bis Hands ! and who, f 
tertaln'd with more am 
fures than the moft for 
rr^if can pretead to. A 
or Opportunity qS, %oi 
did the Heart run that 
thing would afiord it v 
we rather Ihun than fc 
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thing \bnti Ignorance or Affcftation 
equld Tiiakf a Man fo. iinpertineot^ 
as to talk of any thing, that wcr^ 
pious and good • 1 befecch you to 
coniider whether this be not a ve« 
ry near approach to the being a-^ 
fliam'd of Chrift; and if it bq ^ 
bow fhall we efcape that dreadful 
Sentence which is denouqced again(| 

it, Mark 8. 38. Who/iivtr fliaU 
be ajhamed pf me^ and if my wvrds^ 
in thu wicked and. adulterous Gener 
ration , of him alfo JhaJl tho Sou of 
Man ho afhamed^ when ho comoth in 
the glory of his Father with the. holy 

Angels. This Minds rac of the 

3d> And lalt Diredion, which 
is , 7774^ we . mufi be thoroughly fer*, 
fwadfid that the right condu^ of out 
felveSy . in the point of Society^ is a. 
Matter of the highefi nfoment and im'^ 

fortance. Does not the Scripture' 
plainly fuggeft this , when our Sa« 
viour tells us, Math. 12. That by 
our Words we fhall be juftifitd^^ and 
by ouf Words we fhall be condeinned^ 
And St. Jatwts tells us« James 3« x.- 

U. 
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If any Man offend mt in W&rd j the 
fume is a ferf&ft Man. And 'tis no 
wonder the Scripture hys !b great 
a ftrcfs, or fets fb great a value 
on the due government of the 
Tongue, lince nothng tends more 
to the pleafing of God, to the hon- 
our and iotietelt: of' Religion, and 
to the iferming the Morals of Men. 
As to this latter,- the forming eve- 
ry Man's particular Manners, \ 
have faid enough: One thing here 
\ wiD only remark \ never was there 
a itiorc iUuftrious Proof of the Ef- 
ficacy of Religions Cbnverfition 
than in- the Primitive Times. Next 
to that of the Spirit of God it felf 
the Chriftians found no greater Sup- 
port under all their Trials, than 
what they derived from their mu- 
tuaf Incouragements and Exhorta- 
tions of one another. And I do 
hot quellion, but that Religions 
Friend (hip would be as ufefiil now 
to prefcrre us againft the Snares 
and Pleafures of Sin , as it was 
then to uphold them under their 
fiery Trials and Afili&ions , were 

our 
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our Difcourfis now aAuated by the 
lame Spirit theirs were then. As 
to the pleating God^ muft not 
' God, think you, be as well pleas'd 
with our talking of, and magni- 
fying his wondrous Works in our 
familiar Con verfations with one a- 
nother, as with our praifing or 
extolling him in our Clofets? and 
muft not the regard and reverence 
which we teftifie for him in Com- 
pany, be as acceptable to him as 
our private Adorations? Ipring 
they not from the lame Principle, 
and is not the one as fubfervi- 
ent (to fay no more) to his Glo- 
ry, as the other ? As to the Hon- 
our and Intereft of Religion, no- 
thing can more effedually promote 
it than the giving a frequent and 
publick Teftimony of our Value for 
it. Which way can we more clear- 
ly convince the World of the Ex- 
cellence and Vertue of it ? Which 
l^way can we more effedually pro- 
pagate in one another the Love o^ 
It, than by making it appear that 
it has moulded and form'd our 

Souls 
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Souls into the Image of God •, that \ 
it has pofTefled our Thoughts, and , 
refin'd our Converfation ? But on, 
the other Hand, if we have no, 
regard to our Talk, if w<5 think, 
ihis a Matter which Confcience is j, 
not conccrn'd in, we fhall foon fecj 
Religion daily lofe ground j for 
we fliall (bon learn to think and 
aft with the fame liberty we talk*, 
and this will introduce a Ilrange 
face of things in a little time. 

Now to clofc all. If our carei 
or unconcernment in this point, 
be of this vaft Confequence, wc 
cannot but think we fliall be cal- 
led to a ftria account about it in 
another World j the Day is com- 
ing when the Lord win fulfil his 

promife, Mai 3. j4rfd the Lard h^ 
\ened and heard^ artd a Seok of re* 
membrance was written , ^rtd they 
JhaU be mine^ fdith the Lord ^ in 
that Day when I mah^ up my Jew^ 

els. The Day is coming when God 
Will execute the Threat denounc- 
in the Apoftle Jude ^ Behold the 

Lord 
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Lord Cometh with ten. Tboufand of 
his Saints^ to execute jtidgment upon 
all^ to convince the^ that are ungodly a* 
mong uSj of all their ungodly deeds 
^jwhich they have ungodlily committed'^ 
and of aH their hard /beeches which 
ungodly fnners have Jpoken againfi 
him. 
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with fome Prayers and Dlreflions for the 
worthy Receiring the Holy Sacrament, 
120 price If. — ' Plain Man's Guide to 
Heaven ; containing ifi^ his Duty towards 
God, 2dly. towards his Neighbour; with 
proper Prayers, Meditations, and Ejaculati- ' 
ons : defign'd chiefly for the Country-Man , 
Trades-Man, Labourers, &c, the ad Edit. 
120 r703. price I j. — Several Sermons* 
preach'd before, the Qiieen, LordnMayor, 
Aflizes, tff. in 2 Volumes ^vo. 

Practical Obfervations upon the Mira- 
cles of our Saviour, by F. Braggc^ B. D. to- 
gether with fome extraordinary paibges 
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